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University of Kansas, Lawrence Ph.D. 1995 Child Language
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A. Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment

1984-1988 Speech-Language Pathologist, Burnet Consolidated Independent School District, Burnet, TX

1988-1990 Speech-Language Pathologist, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute, University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill

1989-1990 Adjunct Instructor, Division of Hearing and Speech Sciences, Department of Medical Allied Health,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

1994-1995 Visiting Instructor, Department of Communication Sciences, Case Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, OH

1995-1998 Assistant Professor, Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology University of Nevada, Reno

1998-1999 Faculty Research Associate, Infant Child Communication Research Laboratory and Department of
Speech and Hearing Science, Arizona State University, Tempe

1999-2002 Instructor, Department of Communication Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland,
OH

2002-pres Assistant Professor, Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences, Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
TN

Honors and Awards

Schiefelbusch Child Language Scholarship, University of Kansas, 1994

Mentor for Lisa Nicholls, awarded Senior Scholar, School of Medicine, University of Nevada, Reno, 1997

New Investigator's Award, American Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation, 1999

Fellow, Grant Writing Workshop, American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 2000

Editorial Review Board, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, American Journal of Speech-
Language Pathology, and Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools

Reviewer, Topics in Language Disorders, Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, Journal of Fluency Disorders

Member, ASHA Research and Scientific Affairs Committee, 2004-2006

Reviewer, Early Reading First, United States Department of Education, 2003-2005
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C. Research
Complex Syntax Development of Children with Specific Language Impairment

The goal of this research program is to document complex syntax development in children with specific
language impairment (SLI). Grammatical limitations are a hallmark characteristic of children with SLI.
However, the bulk of research on the grammatical development of children with SLI has focused on
morphological and early syntactic development. Little is known about the later grammatical development,
including complex syntax, of children with SLI. It is critical to document complex syntax development of
children with SLI to understand the extent of grammatical limitations of children with SLI and to plan
appropriate interventions. Deficits in complex syntax may play a crucial role in the continued language-
learning difficulties of children with SLI during the school age years.

Phonological Awareness Intervention with Kindergarten and First Grade Children

The goal of this research program is to explore the benefits of two-tiered phonological awareness
instruction and intervention with kindergarten and first grade children. In collaboration with the
West Virginia Department of Education and Laura Justice, PhD (University of Virginia), this project
has focused on implementing a two-tiered intervention model in the public schools of West
Virginia as a means of prevention of early literacy difficulties. Local school teams are trained to
implement the project model and child outcomes are evaluated.
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