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Education: 
 
Ph.D., University of California, Los Angeles (1981)  M.A., University of Kansas (1977) 
B.A., University of Kansas (1975)    Universidad de Costa Rica (1973-74) 
 
 
Employment: 
 
Distinguished Professor (2018- ), Professor (2003-2018), Associate Professor (1989-2003), Assistant Professor 
(1983-89), Department of History, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee 37235  
 
Faculty Director, Ingram Scholarship Program (2009-2017), Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee 
 
Executive Director (2004-2011), Brazilian Studies Association, http://www.brasa.org 
 
Department Chair (2000-2004), Chair of Teaching Excellence (1998-2001), Joe B. Wyatt Distinguished Professor 
(2004-2005), Department of History, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee 37235  
  
Interim Director (2004-2005), Associate Director (1989-1994, 1997-2000), Acting Director (1992 and 1994), Center 
for Latin American and Iberian Studies, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee 37235 
 
Instructor/Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of History, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, 
California 90045 (1981-1983) 
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Publications:  
 
Books: 
 
Becoming Brazilians:  Race and National Identity in Twentieth-Century Brazil (New York:  Cambridge  
University Press, 2017). 
 
The History of Latin America:  Collision of Cultures (New York:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 
[translated into Polish and Bulgarian] 
 
Tropical Capitalism:  The Industrialization of Belo Horizonte, Brazil (New York:  St. Martin’s Press, 2001). 
 
Brazil:  The Once and Future Country (New York: St. Martin's, 1997).  (Griffin trade paperback edition, 1998.) 
 
British Enterprise in Brazil:  The Morro Velho Gold Mine and the St. John d'el Rey Mining Company, 1830-1960 
(Durham, NC:  Duke University Press, 1989). 
 
Edited Books: 
 
Envisioning Brazil: A Guide to Brazilian Studies in the United States, co-edited with Paulo Roberto de Almeida 
(Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press, 2005). 
 
O Brasil dos Brasilianistas: um guia aos estudos do Brasil nos Estados Unidos, 1945-2000, co-edited with Paulo 
Roberto de Almeida (Rio de Janeiro: Paz e Terra, 2002). 
 
Homenagem a Alexandrino Severino:  Essays on the Portuguese Speaking World, coedited with Margo Milleret 
(Austin:  Host Publications, 1993). 
 
Technology and Change (San Francisco:  Boyd & Fraser, 1979), coedited with John G. Burke. 
 
Journal Articles: 
 
“Espaço, Lugar, Identidade . . . e Tempo:  História, Geografia, e as Origens da Cultura Estratégica Brasileira,” 
Revista Expediçoes:  Teoria da História e Historiografia, 5:1 (Janeiro-Julho de 2014), 42-56. 
 
“A Contribuição dos Brasilianistas Estrangeiros para a Historiografia de Minas Gerais,” Revista Eletrônica do 
Instituto das Humanidades, Unigranrio, 7:27 (Outubro-Dezembro 2008), 144-90.  
 
"The Origins of Modern Science in Costa Rica:  The Instituto Físico-Geográfico Nacional, 1887-1904," Latin 
American Research Review, 34:1 (1999), 123-50. 
 
“Latin American History in the United States: From Gentlemen Scholars to Academic Specialists,” The History 
Teacher, 31:4 (August 1998), 1-23. 
 
"Creating a Growth Pole:  The Industrialization of Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 1897-1982," Americas, 47:4 (April 1991), 
383-410. 
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"Imperialismo, negocios y empresas británicas en Brasil.  The St. John d'el Rey Mining Company (1830-1960)," 
Siglo XIX:  Revista de Historia, 4:8 (July-December 1989), 51-102.  (Translation of following article) 
 
"Business Imperialism and British Enterprise in Brazil:  The St. John d'el Rey Mining Company, Limited, 1830-
1960," Hispanic American Historical Review, 66:4 (November 1986), 697-741. (Honorable Mention, 1987 
Robertson Prize for the best article published in the HAHR during the previous year.) 
 
"Race and Identity:  Sílvio Romero, Science and Social Thought in Late Nineteenth-Century Brazil," Luso-Brazilian 
Review, 22:2 (Winter 1985), 151-74. 
 
"Race and Ideology in Graça Aranha's Canaã," Ideologies & Literature, 14:3 (Sept.-Nov. 1980), 3-15. 
 
Review Essays: 
 
“The Emergence of Brazil in the World Stage,” Latin American Research Review, 48:3 (2013), 221-30. 
 
“Expanding the Boundaries of Imperial Brazil,” Latin American Research Review, 37:3 (2002), 260-8. 
 
"Surveying the Past:  Latin American History Textbooks and Readers," Latin American Research Review, 23:3 
(1988), 248-257. 
 
Guest Edited Journal Issue: 
 
“Field Science in Latin America,” The Americas, 58:4 (April 2002). 
 
Book Chapters: 
 
“The Country of the Present, or, Leaving the Future in the Past,” Emergent Brazil (Gainesville:  University of 
Florida Press, 2015), 13-30. 
 
“Service Learning:  Inspired by a Student,” in Parker J. Palmer, Arthur Zajonc, and Megan Scribner, eds., The Heart 
of Higher Education:  A Call to Renewal (San Francisco:  Jossey Bass, 2010), 181-84. 
 
“Brazilian Historical Writing,” in Axel Schneider and Daniel Woolf, eds., Oxford History of Historical Writing, v. 5, 
Historical Writing Since 1945 (New York:  Oxford University Press, 2011), 440-453. 
 
“Prefácio,” in Vinícius Guilherme Rodrigues Vieira, Democracia racial:  Do discurso à realidade - Caminhos para 
a superação das desigualdades sócio-raciais brasileiras (São Paulo:  Paulus Editora, 2007).  
 
“Foreword,” in National and Human Security Issues in Latin America:  Democracies at Risk, Satya R. Pattnayak and 
Lowell S. Gustafson, eds. (Lewiston, ME:  Edwin Mellen Press, 2006), xvii-xx. 
 
“Political Science and Sociology,” in Envisioning Brazil: A Guide to Brazilian Studies in the United States, Marshall 
C. Eakin and Paulo Roberto de Almeida, eds. (Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press, 2005), 264-87. 
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“Ciência política e sociologia,” in O Brasil dos brasilianistas um guia dos estudos sobre o Brasil nos Estados 
Unidos, 1945-2000, Paulo Roberto de Almeida e Marshall C. Eakin, eds. (Rio de Janeiro:  Paz e Terra, 2002), 293-
318.   
 
“Cultural Amnesia: Systematically Erasing the History of Brazilian Industrialization,” in Richard F. Phillips, ed., 
Documenting Movements, Identity, and Popular Culture in Latin America (Austin: University of Texas, Papers of 
the Forty-Fourth Annual Meeting of the Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials, 2000), 
229-35. 
 
“Serving and Learning in the Chilean Desert,” in William Donovan, ed., Studies on Service-Learning in the 
Disciplines:  History (Washington, DC:  American Association of Higher Education, 2000), 159-71. 
 
"The Role of British Capital in the Development of Brazilian Gold Mining," in William Culver and Thomas 
Greaves, eds., Miners and Mining in the Americas (Manchester, England:  Manchester University Press, 1986), 10-
28. 
 
"Determining the Population Living in the Largest City of Each Latin American Country, 1900-1970," chapter 35 in 
James W. Wilkie and Peter Reich, eds., Statistical Abstract of Latin America, v. 19 (Los Angeles:  UCLA Latin 
American Center, 1978), 400-403. 
 
Book Reviews: 
 
40+ reviews in:  American Historical Review, Hispanic American Historical Review, Economic History Review, 
Journal of Latin American Studies, International History Review, EH.NET, Enterprise and Society, The Americas, 
Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina e el Caribe, Foreign Affairs, Contours, New Mexico Historical 
Review, Colonial Latin American Review, Business Library Review, South Eastern Latinamericanist, Isis, Luso-
Brazilian Review, Latin American Research Review, Social History 
 
Selected Additional Publications: 
 
“Blame It on Rio,” Vanderbilt Magazine (Summer 2016), 24-25. 
 
“Impeachment, Culture Wars and the Politics of Identity,” The Conversation (26 May 2016). 
 
“J. León Helguera, 1926-2015,” Perspectives on History (November 2015), 49. 
 
“Teaching the ‘Art and Craft of Teaching History’”, National Teaching and Learning Forum, 25:1 (December 
2015), 1-4. 
 
“Dona Flor and Her Two Husbands as a Meditation on Mestiçagem in Brazil,” Perspectives on History (May 2012), 
44-45. 
 
“Brazil: History,” Encarta 99 (Redmond, WA: Microsoft Corporation, 1999). 
 
“Obituary: Bradford Burns,” The Americas, 53:2 (October 1996), 287-9. 
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"Brazil," Handbook of Latin American Studies, v. 54, Dolores Moyano Martins, ed. (Austin:  University of Texas 
Press, in press). 
 
"Brazil," Handbook of Latin American Studies, v. 52, Dolores Moyano Martin, ed. (Austin:  University of Texas 
Press, 1993), 402-30. 
 
"Latin America Since Independence:  Unity and Diversity in the Survey Course," Newsletter, Conference on Latin 
American History, 23:1 (April 1987), 29-31. 
 
"In Search of Better Directions:  East and West in Latin America," Impact Magazine (Vanderbilt), (February 1986), 
4-5 and 13. 
 
"The Brazilian 'El Dorado'," American Gold News (January 1985), 12-14. 
 
 
Video and Online Courses: 
 
Brazil for Beginners, 15 20-minute lectures, Udemy.com 
 
The Americas in the Revolutionary Era, 24-part video course, Great Courses 
 
Conquest of the Americas, 24-part video course, Great Courses 
 
 
Editorial Critiques (presses & journals): 
 
More than 50 evaluations for:  Journal of Latin American Studies, Business History Review, Latin American 
Research Review, Hispanic American Historical Review, Luso-Brazilian Review, Comparative Education Review 
 
University of Texas Press, University of Alabama Press, Vanderbilt University Press, Blackwell Publishers, Duke 
University Press, Stanford University Press, Oxford University Press, St. Martin’s Press, Houghton Mifflin, Harcourt 
Brace, University of Notre Dame Press, Scholarly Resources Publishers, Cambridge University Press, University 
Press of America, Prentice-Hall, Columbia University Press, Cornell University Press, Hackett Publishing, Palgrave, 
University of Pittsburgh Press 
 
 
Invited Presentations & Keynote Addresses: 
 
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Princeton University, Northwestern University, University of Florida,  
Fundação Getúlio Vargas (Rio de Janeiro), Pontifícia Universidade Católica (Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil),  
Universidade Federal da Bahia (Brazil), Indiana University (Bloomington), Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile,  
University of Minnesota (Morris), Fundação Casa de Rui Barbosa (Rio de Janeiro), Instituto Cultural Amilcar 
Martins (Belo Horizonte, Brazil), University of Mississippi, Universidad Centroamericana (El Salvador), Northern 
Illinois University, Harvard University, University of North Carolina (Asheville), UCLA 
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Papers & Panels:    
 
Served on more than 50 panels as chair, commentator, or presenter since 1979: 
 
Latin American Studies Association, Brazilian Studies Association, American Historical Association, South Eastern 
Council on Latin American Studies, Southern Historical Association, Conference on the Ecclesiastical and Secular 
Sources for Slave Societies, Wilson Center (Washington, DC), Brazilian Embassy (Washington, DC), Conference on 
Latin American History, International Congress of Mining History, Reunión de Historiadores de la Minería 
Latinoamericana, Society for the History of Technology, International Congress of Americanists 
 
 
Public Lectures & Presentations: 
 
More than 200 presentations to local community groups, as well as classes, and units within Vanderbilt University 
since 1983 
 
 
Honors & Awards: 
 
Alumni Education Award, Vanderbilt Alumni Association (2016) 
Joe B. Wyatt Distinguished Professor, Vanderbilt University (2004-2005) 
Order of Rio Branco (Officer), Brazilian Foreign Ministry (2002)   
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching/CASE Tennessee Professor of the Year (1999) 
Alumni Education Award, Vanderbilt Alumni Association (1999) 
Chair of Teaching Excellence (1998-2001), Board of Trust, Vanderbilt University 
Ernest A. Jones Advising Award, College of Arts & Science, Vanderbilt University (1996) 
Chancellor's Cup ["for the greatest contribution to student-faculty relationships in the recent past"] (1994) 
Madison Sarratt Prize for Excellence in Undergraduate Education, Board of Trust, Vanderbilt University (1994) 
Jeffrey W. Nordhaus Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, College of Arts & Science, 
   Vanderbilt University (1991)  
Phi Beta Kappa 
 
 
Grants & Fellowships: 
 
British Library, Endangered Archives Programme 853, “Creating a digital archive of eighteenth- and  

nineteenth-century criminal and notarial records in Mamanguape, São João do Cariri, and João Pessoa, 
Paraíba, Brazil” (2015-2017) [co-director] 

Trans Institutional Programs, Vanderbilt Initiative Award, “Building a Multi-disciplinary Approach to Assessing  
           the Quality of Healthcare in Brazil” (2015-2017) 
British Library, Endangered Archives Programme 627, Digitising endangered seventeenth to nineteenth  

century secular and ecclesiastical sources in São João do Carirí e João Pessoa, Paraíba, Brazil” 
(2013-2015) [co-director]  

National Endowment for the Humanities, Fellowship for University Teachers (2015) 
Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Award, Brazil (2009-2010) 
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Corporation for National Service, grant to develop service-learning at Vanderbilt University and to build connections 
   with the Hispanic community in Nashville (2000-2003) 
NEH grant to direct Summer Seminar for Teachers on “Race, Gender, and National Identity in Brazil” (1999-2000) 
Fundação João Pinheiro, Belo Horizonte, Research Fellowship (1996-97) 
Vanderbilt University Research Council, University Fellowship (1996-97) 
Program for Cultural Cooperation Between Spain's Ministry of Culture and United States Universities for conference 
   on Transatlantic Encounters:  The "Discovery" of the New World and the Old (1992) 
Tennessee Humanities Council, to produce a curriculum packet for grades K-4 on the Columbian Quincentennial  
   (1992) 
NEH Travel to Collections Fellowship (1990) 
Tinker Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship (1987-1988) 
Vanderbilt University Research Council Grant (Summer 1985 & 1989) 
Fulbright-Hays Dissertation Fellowship (1979-1980) 
UCLA Travel Grant (1979) 
UCLA Chancellor's Fellowship (1978-1979) 
NDEA Title VI Fellowship, Portuguese (1976-1977) 
Undergraduate Research Award, University of Kansas (1974)  
 
Languages: 
 
Portuguese:  read, write, and speak with high fluency 
Spanish:     read, write, and speak with high fluency 
French:      read with moderate fluency  
        
Memberships: 
 
American Historical Association 
Brazilian Studies Association 
Latin American Studies Association 
Conference on Latin American History 
Southeastern Council on Latin American Studies 
Southern Historical Association 
 
 
Editorial Boards: 
 
Journal of Latin American Studies (2007-13) 
The Americas (1997-2001, 2005-11) 
 
 
Professional Duties:   
 
Reviewer for National Endowment for the Humanities, Fellowships (2018) 
 
Reviewer for American Council of Learned Societies (2016) 
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Reviewer for National Endowment for the Humanities, Public Scholar Program (2016) 
 
Reviewer for American Council of Learned Societies (2012) 
 
Executive Director, Brazilian Studies Association (2004-2011) 
 
Chair, Brazilian Studies Committee, Conference on Latin American History (2009-2010) 
 
Nominating Committee, American Historical Association (2008-11) 
 
Executive Committee, Brazilian Studies Association (2002-2004) 
 
Chair, Program Committee, Conference on Latin American History, San Francisco (January 2002) 
 
Co-chair, Brazil Section, Latin American Studies Association (2001-2003) 
 
Program Committee, Conference on Latin American History, Washington, DC meeting (January 1998) 
 
Reviewer for National Science Foundation, Division of International Programs (1997) 
 
Reviewer for National Security Education Program, Washington, DC (1995) 
 
Reviewer for National Endowment for the Humanities, Access and Preservation Grants, Washington, D.C. (1995) 
 
Chair, Projects and Publications Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1991-95) 
 
Reviewer for Fulbright Group Projects, Washington, D.C. (1991) 
 
Chair, Nominating Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1990) 
 
Contributing Editor, "Brazilian History," Handbook of Latin American Studies (Austin, Texas:  University of 
Texas, for volume 52 and 54, 1993 and 1995) 
 
Chair, Brazilian Studies Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1986-1988) 
 
 
Tenure and Promotion Reviews: 
 
External reviewer for 28 tenure and promotion reviews over the past 15 years  
 
 
External Reviews: 
 
Department of History, University of Rochester (February 2011) 
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Title VI, National Resource Center, University of Chicago, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign  
(February 2009) 
 
Social Studies Department, Ensworth School, Nashville, Tennessee (May 2008) 
 
Department of History, Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska (October 2004). 
 
 
Ph.D. Committees: 
 
History Department: 
 
Dissertations Directed: (6) 
 
Nicolette Kostiw (2015) “Child and Citizen: The Tutelage of Minors, Slavery, and the Transition in Rio de Janeiro, 

1871-1900”  
Courtney J. Campbell (2014) “The Brazilian Northeast, Inside Out:  Region, Nation, and Globalization (1926-1968)”   
LaFevor, David (2011) “Forging the Masculine and Modern Nation:  Race, Identity, and the Public  

Sphere in Cuba and Mexico, 1890s-1930s” 
Story, Emily (2006) “Constructing Development:  Brasília and the Making of Modern Brazil” 
Williford, Tom (2005) “Armando los Espíritus: Political Rhetoric in Colombia on the Eve of  

La Violencia, 1930-1945” 
Ford, Talisman (1995) “Passion Is in the Eye of the Beholder: Sexuality as Seen by Brazilian 

Sexologists, 1900-1940” 
 
Dissertations in Progress:   
 
Tiago Maranhão, “Building the National Body Politic:  Race, Gender, and Physical Education in Modern Brazil” 

 
Dissertation Committees: (10 completed, 1 in progress) 
 
Dissertation Committees (other universities): (1 completed) 
 
 
Outside Reader in Other Vanderbilt Departments: 
 
Current Dissertation Committees:  (3) 
 
Dissertations Completed: (27) 
 
Masters Theses:  
 
Theses Directed: (25) 
Theses, Second Reader: (9) 
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Undergraduate Theses: 
 
History Honors Program: (9) 
 
Latin American Studies Honors Program: (1) 
 
 
Courses Taught: 
 
History: 
Freshman Seminars: Paradise, Purgatory or Hell?:  Visions of Amazonia 
       Film and History:  Cinema and Society in Latin America 
 
Undergraduate: History Workshop (sophomore/junior methods seminar) 
       History of Latin America (Colonial & National Periods) 
       Evolution of Modern Technology (team taught with Engineering School) 
       History of Western Civilization 
     
 Undergraduate/Graduate: 
   Reform and Revolution in Latin America 
       History of Brazil (Colonial & National Periods) 
       Brazil:  The Emergence of a Middle Power 
       History of Central America 
       Slavery in the Americas 
       Portugal and the Portuguese Empire, 1415-1975 
 
  Graduate:  Comparative History:  Nation-Building and Nationalism 
   Race and Nation in Latin America 

Seminar in Latin American History 
       Historical Research and Methods 
       The Art and Craft of Teaching History 
 
Latin American Studies: Introduction to Latin America 

Research Methods in Latin American Studies  
Health and Poverty in Brazil 

 
Master of Liberal Arts: Power and Passion:  Latin American Civilization 

Paradise, Purgatory or Hell?:  Visions of Amazonia   
 
Service-Learning:  Serving and Learning 

Contemporary Chilean Social Problems in Historical Perspective 
Latin America, Latinos, and the United States 
Family, Community, and Social Justice in Nicaragua 

        
(8/18) 


