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Background

> Public opinion survey that measures
democratic attitudes, perceptions and
behavior.

» Part of the Americas Barometer

» Academic coordination: Vanderbilt University
» Local coordination: ASIES.

> Ninth study Iin Guatemala (every two years
since 1993).




Differences with other Surveys

Only survey that covers all countries in mainland and some
In the Caribbean.

Scientific sample designs available to the public.
Pre-testing of questionnaires, extensive training.
Use of 13 languages (2 indigenous languages in Guatemala).

Consortium with academic partners throughout the
Americas.

Country-specific reports, in addition to Regional Report.
Reports available in two languages.

Advanced statistical analysis in Reports (multivariate regression vs.
frequencies).

The statistical analysis is based on theory (not current issues).
Availability of statistical analysis online.
Questionnaire available to the public.




The Americas Barometer

26 countries,
43,990
respondents




Dependent and Independent Variables:
The Cause-Effect Relationship

The economy

Crime \
\

Corruption

Government

performance /

Sociodemographic features

DEMOCRATIC
VALUES AND
BEHAVIOR

+ Belief in democracy and
in the political system

¢ Support for minority
rights

+¢ Political participation
ssElectoral choices

¢ Legitimacy of
institutions

¢ Support for
authoritarian options

ssInterpersonal trust




Research Question in 2010 Report(s)

How does the economic crisis affect the
support for key elements of democracy?

Other topics covered in 2010
> Rule of Law, crime and corruption
> The legitimacy of democracy and government institutions
> Political and social participation
» Local government

> Specific topics for Guatemala:
> CICIG
» Populism
» The political culture of the X generation




The Context of the 2010 Study:
Symptoms of Economic
Recession

and Democratic Recession




Economic Recession: Growth Rates in 2009
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Democratic Development in Guatemala
2008-2010

INDICE DE FREEDOM HOUSE

Libertades| Derechos Indicede Categoria
civiles politicos libertad
(compuesto)
2008 4 3 35 Parcialmente

libre
2010 4 4 4 Parcialmente
libre

INDICE DE ESTADOSFALLIDOS

Ranking | Calificacién Categoria
2008 66 80.6 Bajo Advertencia (warning)
2010 72 81.2 Bajo Advertencia (warning)

Fuente: Freedom House'y Fund for Peace
Escala: Freedom House 1=positivo 7=negativo. Failed States Index 1=positivo 10=negativo.




Is Guatemala a Failed State?

» Other countries in the Americas are higher in the list of
state weakness than Guatemala (in Failed States Index
and the Index of State Fragility).

> Guatemala obtains a particularly low score in the areas of:
» criminalization/delegitimation of the state
» the suspension or arbitrary application of the Rule of Law
» Security apparatus operates as a ‘state within a state’

> Guatemala is one of the countries in the world with
highest homicide rates x 100,000 inhabitants.
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The Effects of the Economic
Crisis In Guatemala:

Data from the

AmericasBarometer 2010




Variables

> Perception of the magnitude of the economic crisis
» Who is to blame for the economic crisis

> Job losses

» Reported decrease in household income

> Remittances

» Perception of the national economy and the
personal economy

» Impact of economic variables on democracy




Perception of Economic Crisis in the Americas and
In Guatemala

Las Américas

No hay crisis
7.0%

Hay una crisis
econdmica muy grave
46.5%

Hay crisis econdmica
pero no s muy grave,
46.5%

Guatemala

No hay onsis
E-OONOmica
2.0%

Hay orisis econdmica
PO oD £5 MY QrRAVE
3T 1%

Crigis eoondmica
£5 MUy grave
BI}.Ega.

Parcepcidn de crisis econdmica en Guatemala
Fuente: Barometro de las América por LAPDP (2040)

More Guatemalans
perceive a crisis




atisfaction with Democracy in the Americas
and in Guatemala
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Determinants of Satisfaction with Democracy in
Guatemala in 2010
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Support for Military Coups d’Etat

-Guatemala was the only
country where the support for a
coup d’etat increased
significantly between 2008-2010

s

El “indice de apoyo a un golpe de estado
militar” esta formado por la siguiente serie
de preguntas:

Alguna gente dice que en ciertas
circunstancias se justificaria que los
militares de este pais tomen el poder por
un golpe de estado.

En su opiniodn, ;se justificaria que hubiera
un golpe de estado por los militares frente
a las siguientes circunstancias?

JC1. Frente al desempleo muy alto
JC10. Frente a mucha delincuencia
JC13. Frente a mucha corrupcion.
Las opciones de respuesta son:

(1) Se justificaria que los militares tomen
el poder por un golpe de estado
(2) No se justificaria que los militares
tomen el poder por un golpe de estado.
Las respuestas fueron recodificadas a
100=un golpe militar esté justificado,.
0=un golpe militar no esta justificado.
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Variables that Explain the Support for a Coup d’Etat
In the Americas and Guatemala in 2010

Variable dependiente: Apoyo a los golpes militares

Percepcion del desempefio econdmico del gobierno

No hay crisis econdmica-|
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Disminuci6n del ingreso del hogar
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Satisfaccién con el desempefio del Presidente actual

Quintiles de riqueza-
_) Nivel educativo
Urbano 1 i

Edad

Mujer 1 A

R-cuadrado=0.070

Fel6 242 ' '
N=32376 . Q01005 00 005 01

Efectos fjos de pais e ntercepto o
inchidos pero o mostrados e 9551 C. (Efecto de disefio incorporado)

Fuente: Bardmetro de las Américas por LAPOP (2010)

Percepcidn de inseguridad -

Miembro del hogar fue victima de crimen

Victima de un crimen

ﬁ Victima de la corrupcion

No hay crisis economica

Crisis econdmica muy seria

Ingreso hogar disminuy6 -

Hogares donde al menos un miembro perdié trabajo
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Determinants of Support for a Coup d’Etat
In Guatemala 2010
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PART I

Rule of Law
Crime, Corruption and

Civil Society




Variables

> Perception of insecurity

> Crime victimization

~ Personal (direct)
> Member of the household

> Perception of corruption
> Corruption victimization

» Impact of insecurity, crime and corruption
victimization on democracy




Perception of Insecurity in the Americas and in Guatemala
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AQJ11.Hablando del lugar o el barrio donde usted vive y
pensando en la posibilidad de ser victima de un asalto o
robo, ¢usted se siente muy seguro(a), algo seguro(a), algo
inseguro(a) o muy inseguro(a)?

-Guatemala is located in the middle in
terms of insecurity
-The perception of insecurity did not
change between 2006 and 2008, but it
decreased significantly vis-a-vis 2004.
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Predictors of the Perception of Insecurity
In Guatemala

» Region of the
country

> Ethnic self- --

iIdentification:
iIndigenous feel
maore Insecure.

Percepcion de inseguridad
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Crime Victimization in
the Americas and Guatemala
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-Guatemala is located in the upper middle
vis-a-vis other countries.
-Crime victimization increased significantly
in 2010 (this may be due in part to the
modification of the question).
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Crime Victimization in Guatemala

Si
23.3%

¢Ha sido usted victima de algtn acto de delincuencia en los Gltimos 12 meses?

Fuente: Barémetro de las Américas por LAPOP (Guatemala 2010)

En su hogar
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En este barrio o comunidad

25.1%
En este municipio/cantén
34.1%

Lugar donde ocurrié el tltimo acto delincuencial del que fue victima

Fuente: Barémetro de las Américas por LAPOP (Guatemala 2010)
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Determinants of Crime Victimization
In Guatemala in 2010
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Perception of Corruption
In the Americas and Guatemala
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EXC7. Teniendo en cuenta su experiencia o lo que ha oido mencionar, ¢la
corrupcion de los funcionarios publicos en el pais esta: [LEER]

(1) Muy generalizada
(3) Poco generalizada (4)

(2) Algo generalizada

Nada generalizada

-Guatemala is located in the middle vis-a-
vis other countries. .
-There is a high perception of corruption
everywhere..
-The perception of corruption decreased in
2010, but not significantly.

Percepcion de corrupcion (escala 0-100)
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Corruption Victimization
INn the Americas and Guatemala
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Belice

-Guatemala is located in the upper part of
the list of countries in terms of corruption
victimization.
-Victimization by corruption increased in
2010 but not in a significant way.
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s

El “indice de corrupcion” se construye con base en el reporte de
experiencias de corrupcion que los entrevistados tuvieron en
diversas instituciones publicas.
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The Impact of Crime and Corruption
on Democracy in Guatemala

Variable dependiente: Apoyo al sistema politico

Gobierno mejora la seguridad -

# Satisfaccién con el desempefio del Presidente actual -
Catoélico

Atencion a noticias |

Urbano |

q Quintiles de riqueza
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Percepcion de la situacién econémica personal
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R-Squared =0.319
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>
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Apoyo al sistema
Apoyo al sistema

T T
No Si
Ambito

Miembro del hogar fue victima de delincuencia

- 95% Intervalo de confianza (efecto de disefio incorporado)

Fuente: Barémetro de las Américas por LAPOP (Guatemala 2010)




Legitimacy, System Support and
Political Tolerance




The Legitimacy Equation:
System Support+ Political Tolerance

Countries where citizens support the political system

and where citizens are tolerant (of different opinions) are likely to
be more stable.

Tolerancia
Apoyo al sistema Alta Baja

Democracia estable Estabilidad autoritaria

Democracia inestable Democracia en riesgo




System Support and Tolerance in Guatemala, 2010
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Results of the Political Stability Equation for
Guatemala in 2010

| Tolerancia
Apoyo al sistema
(legitimidad)

Democr acia estable Estabilidad autoritaria
22 70 27.0%

Democraciainestable Democracia en riesgo
24.1% 26.2%




Stable Democracy in Guatemala
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Determinants of Support for Stable
Democracy in Guatemala, 2010

Variable dependiente: Apoyo a la democracia estable
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Institutional Legitimacy




Institutional Legitimacy (trust)
In Guatemala in 2010
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Cross-time Institutional Legitimacy
of Political Institutions
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Cross-time Legitimacy of
Justice System Institutions
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Support for Democracy in the Americas
and in Guatemala
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Interest in Politics
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L ocal Government iIn
Guatemala
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Importance of Local Government for
Democracy in Guatemala
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PART I

CICIG and Justice Issues
Guatemalans and Populism

The X Generation and Democracy




Perception of Relevant Justice Issues

B60. ¢Hasta qué punto tiene usted
confianza en la CICIG (Comision
Internacional contra la Impunidad en
Guatemala)?

B61. (Hasta qué punto aprueba que
misiones internacionales como la
CICIG se involucren en mejorar el
sistema politico guatemalteco?

B62. (Hasta qué punto cree usted que
es positivo para el pais el resultado de
la investigacion del asesinato de
Rodrigo Rosenberg?

B63. {Hasta qué punto cree usted que
es positivo para el pais el haber
capturado al expresidente Portillo,
quien estd acusado de corrupcion?
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Determinants of Trust in CICIG

Confianza en la CICIG (escala 0-100)
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Knowledge and Opinion about the Election of
Supreme Court Justices in 2009

¢Se enter6 usted del proceso de eleccion de magistrados de la Corte Suprema de Justicia?

Fuente: Barémetro de las Américas por LAPOP (Guatemala 2010)
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¢Considera usted que el proceso de eleccion fue transparente?

Fuente: Barémetro de las Américas por LAPOP (Guatemala 2010)
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Knowledge about the Ley de Acceso a la Informacion

¢Ha oido usted algo acerca de la nueva ley de acceso a la informacién?

Fuente: Bar6metro de las Américas por LAPOP (Guatemala 2010)




Los Informes de todos los paises y las bases
de datos pueden encontrarse en:

www.lapopsurveys.org




