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Would you want a demobilized FARC
guerrllla as neighbor?

> The majority of people from Colombia’s conflict areas
0 I.I would be okay living next door to a demobilized FARC
ZUlly . ,
guerrilla, but that’s as far as they would go, a recent
poll said.
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FARC tried to paint a picture of the challenges a post-
S aalaglhodd conflict Colombia would be facing.

http://colombiareports.com/would-you-want-a-demobilized-farc-guerrillas-as-neighbor/ 117


http://colombiareports.com/
http://colombiareports.com/
http://colombiareports.com/farc/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CJNwPpz2xVaPnLJCrhAS-zp_wDKe8zukHn8XDvLYBp4WByLABEAEg6fCqI2DJpt6M4KTQFKABwZGhzgPIAQKoAwHIA8EEqgS_AU_QpnH4v2_azVYihiGhbEN73lliRVbJR1unY2vL9DVNJvHLcG1Khnp8jnomkyxhvc1QfKRGW18Zugck4NJGzQYGzLKOlWLql-BKsUBGrnmKTkJZU-FkIum6oSYKUdy1JiNWR7en24CgJeBXIb39ICkUBXLZYlZKedE66laz3RYolWVoefAg1qF1zKTaj_-hNOqCu-dGZRZ47AViEC9Wtbe-RMBcvUoxNEkNjtP_SX6KkhrsDzCTykd8hbq1FBkXiAYBoAYCgAen7t4xqAemvhuoB7XBG9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5Gi-FkjMeHKOZLVko8pKk4AU&sig=AOD64_2eDGIfhR9lGw3Qow1dHHVq3cwwpg&client=ca-pub-1599073162236414&adurl=https://www.adoptimist.com/adoption-parent-profile/15914
http://colombiareports.com/
http://colombiareports.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fcolombiareports.com%2Fwould-you-want-a-demobilized-farc-guerrillas-as-neighbor%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=colombiareports&tw_p=followbutton
http://colombiareports.com/
http://colombiareports.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/farc-guerrilla.jpg
http://colombiareports.com/profile-juan-manuel-santos/
http://colombiareports.com/would-you-want-a-demobilized-farc-guerrillas-as-neighbor/
http://colombiareports.com/

7/23/2015 Would you want a demobilized FARC guerrilla as neighbor?

The poll showed high levels of victimization in these
areas and a limited acceptation of demobilized fighters.

High levels of victimization

In the 44 polled municipalities; 63.1% of the interviewees

said that at least one member of their immediate Profile

family had been victim either of homicide, FARC
displacement, kidnapping or forced displacement in the

past. Fact sheet

The main culprits of this victimization are linked to Peace talks

either neo-paramilitary groups and rearmed paramilitary

actors (43.7%), closely followed by leftist guerrilla groups

FARC and ELN (39.9%). An additional 4.9% of the interviewed victims said their family had been the
victim of crimes committed by security forces.

Colombia’s main victimizers
50%

10%

Neo-paramilitaries Guerrillalgroups

High support for talks, low expectations on outcome

To solve the ongoing victimization, 77.2% of the interviewed residents of conflict areas said to

support a negotiated end to the war rather than a military solution or a combination of both.

Consequently, the support for the ongoing with the talks is much higher in conflict areas than when
measured nationally. When polled in 2014, 53.4% of Colombians said to be in favor of the talks. Of
those living in conflict zones this support for the talks stood at 65.1% in April. Another 24.5% does
not support the talks and 10.4% proved indecisive.

However, faced by ongoing victimization of neo-paramilitary groups and rearmed paramilitaries who
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demobilized a decade ago, expectations that the talks will result in lasting peace are low. Only 5.9%
of the interviewees said the definitive demobilization of FARC fighters was “very possible,” 23.3%
said it was “possible,” 43.9% said “hardly possible” and 26.9%% responded an effective

demobilization of guerrillas is “not possible” at all.

Level of confidence in effective FARC demobilization

M 1. Very possible
B 2. Possible

[ 3. Hardly possible
M 4. Impossible

Hardly welcome home

If demobilized, the FARC guerrillas understandably face a relatively hostile attitude from the
communities that have been victimized either by the FARC or other groups.

A vast majority of 60.6% of conflict area residents would not be in agreement that FARC fighters
receiving amnesty against 27.5% who do.

Those who believe reconciliation between victims and victimizers is possible is pretty much 50/50 as
48.5% think reconciliation is possible against 47.7% who don’t.

In spite of this lack of confidence in the possibility of reconciliation, 56.8% of conflict area residents
would not have a problem having a demobilized guerrilla as neighbor against 40.9% who would
object.

But this social acceptance of demobilized FARC guerrillas ends pretty much there.

When asked if they would object if their child became friends with a demobilized FARC guerrilla,
67.2% said yes. Only 17% of conflict area residents would approve.

Also at a future work place, demobilized FARC guerrillas will have to count on a relatively hostile
environment. Even though a minority, 35.9% would not want to be colleagues with a former guerrilla

fighter. This rejection is less, 33.6%, if the demobilized fighter is a woman.
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Social rejection driven by fear

This rejection of an effective reintegration of FARC fighters is mainly driven by fear of the group
accused of thousands of human rights violations.

When asked how they would feel if in a group dominated by former fighters of any illegal armed
group, a staggering 83.5% said to either feel nervous or in danger.

Feelings when around demobilized members of illegal armed groups
50%

37.’ -

CoLonMBLs REPORTS

O

Nervous)/
Other

When asked to describe a demobilized fighter, 33.6% responded they are dangerous. Another 16.4%

said they were violent. Some 29% said they’d imagine them to be nice or tranquil.

Notwithstanding, almost half of the polled residents of conflict areas, 49.2%, believe Colombia would
be a more inclusive country and little more than 46% believe the country would become more
tolerant.

However, 39.5% also expect an increase in crime rates, 37.6% fear a reduction in labor opportunities,
36.2% foresee a corruption of moral values and 35.2% believe the economy would be negatively
affected.

Only 16.5% of the polled residents said to believe general interpersonal confidence would benefit
from a FARC demobilization.
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