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Despite being in the top 5 of Latin American countries when it comes to the proportion spent on
social inclusion, Colombia is still lagging behind when it comes to civil participation, government
responsiveness and human rights, according to a report issued on Tuesday.

Colombia ranked 11th out of 17 Latin American countries for social inclusion, according to the report
from by Americas Quarterly, a policy analysis journal covering economics, politics and social
development in the Western Hemisphere. The survey was published on Tuesday by the Americas
Society/Council of the Americas (AS/COA).
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[ [> Colombia slipped two places this year in the annual
Social Inclusion Index, compared to 2013. The
index measure social inclusiveness, that is, how
easy it is for all sectors of society to participate in
the political and social life of the country.

The index ranks 17 countries on many factors
designed to pinpoint a country’s potential to
improve social mobility, such as GDP growth and
poverty rates. It also focuses on the range of civil,
5 political, and gender rights as well as the
\ | ~/accessibility of basic living conditions such as
sponsor  stable housing, schooling and a formal job.
Disability rights and access to justice were two
new variables added this year.

The index uses data from the World Bank’s Global Financial Inclusion Index as well as survey data
provided by the Latin American Public Opinion Project at Vanderbilt University and the UNDP
Human Development Report to amass their annual results.

“We believe this comprehensive approach provides the best measure of a citizen’s ability to
participate meaningfully in the political system and in the broader national community — and this to
realize his or her potential,” the report said.

The Index

While an overall trend in economic growth and poverty reduction was noted across most countries,
social issues such as women’s rights, social spending, and perceptions of personal empowerment
and government responsiveness were lower on average.

Topping the index in 2014 was Uruguay, followed by Chile, Argentina, Costa Rica and the United
States, who scored high in political and civil rights and displayed a strong average GDP growth,
excluding the US.
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Ranking of Social Inclusion, 2013 vs. 2014. Credit: Americas Quarterly.

Name of Country ¥

Overall Score

N I sOClM_INCT.'UEIDH
m_; ‘k D INDEX 2014
484
GDP Growth 2003-2013 1 &|% || Percent Living on More than $; per day
GDP Spent on Social Programs 1050« by gender T T
Enrollment Secondary School by race __ NiAy __ NiAy
by gender e _ BL5s "™ @ |w|| Personal Empowerment
by race oAl W A by gender (1-7) o 29" 325
PoliticalRighs || | | 128 | by race (1-7) T 952 %e%
s s o 13 0 I [ w0 ) Government RESPMSI'I"E]].ESS (Efficacy)
Civil Rights
Women's Rights l Ic || , I|uwl| = || e l|s'.- by gender (1-7) ™ 3201 %%
Omens Ihg 2_& beﬂ[e 1-7) non-minanity 5”(} minary 5)_{5
. [ Z 3 4 E 3 7
LGBT Rights | | | | | 5 | | Access to Adequate Housing
Civil Society Participation by gender o 15 1 B0
by gender (1-6) - 175" 180 by race T AT WA
by race (1-5) YA LB% || Percent Access to a Formal Job e z5-65
Financial Inclusion by gender ™ ew! T T a2 2w
ngE]]dEI male as.q* % |m-—.m 15‘a5 % 'JYIEI.CE non-minanty N,nfj-‘\,'% mrarty }\:,f,ﬁ(%
COMMENTS

Colombia improved in access to a formal job for both men and women this year; unfortunately,
the gains by women were less. It also improved in access to adequate housing by gender

and percent living on more than $4 per day by gender. Comparatively, it dropped in the
rankings for women’s rights, largely due to women’s political underrepresentation.

Colombia saw a greater GPD growth in 2014, and possesses one of the highest rankings in percent

of GDP spent on social programs (five out of 17).

The country also saw a notable increase in female enroliment in secondary education, political rights,

and the percentage of people living on more than $4 per day for both female and male citizens.

http://colombiareports.co/american-quarterly-ranks-colombia- 11th-development-study/

311


http://colombiareports.co/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Screen-Shot-2014-07-28-at-8.59.48-PM.png
http://colombiareports.co/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Screen-Shot-2014-07-28-at-9.13.37-PM.png

12/9/2014 Colombia Top 5 in Latin America for social inclusion spending, lags in outcomes: study - Colombia News | Colombia Reports

Access to adequate housing and formal jobs also increased across both genders.

Social Inclusion Index Variables
(Colombia)

2013 2014 2013 2014
(Male) (Male) (Female) (Female)

Enrollment

Seconday  7/9.45% 81.5%  81.2%  84.1%
School

Percent Living

on More Than ~ 68.3%  72.1%  67.1%  71.2%

$4 Per Day

Access to
Adequate 845% 873% 858%  88.0%

Housing

Percent
Acesstoa  63.6% 716% 618%  63.2%

Formal Job
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Colombia still lags in rankings for women'’s rights, largely due to the under-representation of women
in politics. Similarly, social factors such as government responsiveness, civil society participation,
and personal empowerment either did not change or went down in 2014.
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Lack of information regarding race and ethnicity in Colombia’s census data resulted in unanswered
questions regarding the access to education, formal jobs, and housing of the sizable Afro Colombian
and Indigenous communities, which weakened Colombia’s overall social inclusion rating.

Recommendations from Americas Quarterly included increasing secondary school enroliment for
Afro and indigenous Colombians as well as expanding formal employment for these groups.

Improving legal protection for women’s economic opportunities, as well as establishing women'’s
quota laws for government positions were also endorsed by the experts.

Sources

e Americas Quarterly Social Inclusion Index 2014 (Americas Quarterly)
e Americas Quarterly Social Inclusion Index 2013 (Americas Quarterly)

e Americas Quarterly Social Inclusion Index 2014: Amid Growth and Improvement, Patterns of
Exclusion Remain (Americas Quarterly, press release)

¢ Interview with Christopher Sabatini (Colombia Reports)

Americas Quarterly  development = economy featured Social Inclusion Index
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