
This zine was brought to you by 

NashvilleNashville  
QueerQueer  
HistoryHistory

www.nashvillequeerhistory.org

@NashvilleQueerHistory

First published August 2023

Nashville Queer History's
Mini-Zines, No. 2

Mu
sic City DragMu
sic City Drag

1970s
to the
1990s

Nashville's modern day drag
culture began in 1971 at Jerry
Peek's Watch Your Hat & Coat
Saloon on 2nd Ave. South. 

In 1972, Peek
founded the Miss
Gay America
pageant and held
its first competition
at The Saloon in
Nashville. The
pageant continues
today, traveling all
over the country.

Shawn Luis, Nashville drag queen
and Miss Gay America 1975

Jerry Peek, left,
with Charlie
Brown at The
Saloon, 1970s

Peek's shows moved to Embers'
Cabaret Room in Printers Alley in
the mid-1970s, which gave drag a
major platform in the city's nightlife.

From 1974 to 1977, The Tennessean did
several features on drag queens from the
Cabaret Room, including Shawn 
Luis's gender affirmation surgery
experience at Vanderbilt Hospital.
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By the 1980s, many of Nashville's
gay bars and clubs had weekly drag
shows, like Warehouse 28.

Bianca 
Paige

Bianca Paige was
one of Nashville's
most prominent
drag queens, not
only for her talent 
but also for her 
dedication to raising
awareness and money for local
AIDS organizations from the 1980s
until her death in 2010.  

She is one of the only drag
queens in the U.S. with a
street named in her honor.

Drag 
     Kings

                There were some drag   
                kings in Nashville in the 
                early 1970s (see left), but 
               like other cities in the U.S.
drag king culture didn't really kick-off
until the 1990s.

Stephen Matthews,
the 1st Mr. Esquire

Mac Huffington's drag king pageant
Mr. Esquire, founded in 1997, has
been influential for Nashville's drag
king culture, particularly among the
Black community. Mac!




