
bar teams
Gay bars had their own
sports teams and played
against each other.

Below is a photo of the Warehouse
Warriors from the gay bar Warehouse 28
which was located at 2529 Franklin Rd.

PLAY at PRIDE

Sports were often part of
Nashville's early Gay Pride

picnics in the 1970s and 1980s.

Nashville hosted the
Gay Softball World
Series in 1994 for more
than 100 teams.

GRIZZLIES
cruising
bleachers

For Nashville's lesbian and queer
women community, sports were
vital for cruising and connection.

"You would cruise the
benches and players. 

I’m sure several
relationships came

from meeting people in
the stands."

-Gail D.,
oral history interview
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First published June 2023"We met each other at the bowling
alley. We became friends and it was
pretty obvious that all four of us
were gay."

-Dorothy S., 
oral history interview

Nashville gay bowling league scores Nov. 1994 SPORTS!The Nashville Grizzlies Rugby
Football Club were founded in 2006
as an inclusive team for all genders,
sexualities and athletic abilities.




