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Spotlight on Trust in the Mass Media in
El Salvador

Trust in the mass media in El Salvador has been steadily decreasing
since 2012, with record-low levels of trust in 2021

In 2021, less than half of Salvadorans have high trust in the mass media

Trust in the Mass Media in El Salvador, 2021
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Since 2004, LAPOP’s AmericasBarometer has measured trust in the media in El Salvador by asking the following
question: B37. To what extent do you trust the mass media? Respondents indicated their opinion using a 1-7 scale,
where 1T means “not at all” and 7 means “a lot.” Here we code responses into a dichotomous variable, which allows us
to estimate the percentage of people in the country that have high trust in the media. Specifically, responses were
recoded into a dichotomous variable indicating trust in the mass media by combining responses “5” through “7” into
the “high trust” category, while placing the remaining responses (“1” through “4”) into a baseline “low trust” category.

We find that in 2021, less than half of Salvadorans have high trust in the mass media, while 53.3% have low trust.
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Trust in the mass media in El
Salvador reached its lowest level
in 2021

Trust in the Mass Media in El Salvador, 2004-2021
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Women, the least wealthy, and the
least educated have the highest Trust in the Mass Media in El Salvador, 2021
levels of trust in the mass media

What characteristics of individuals predict
high trust in the mass media in El Salvador?
Women (53.4%) express trust in the mass
media more frequently than men (40.5%)."
Individuals in the two lowest wealth
categories reported trust in the media over
half of the time (51.1% for the lowest group,
55.8% for the second-lowest group)—more
than the three wealthier categories. Finally,
less educated individuals are more likely to
express trust in the mass media than more
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