The indigenous are at a disadvantage
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The Colombian indigenous population has great lags in education, employment and economic capacity in
comparison with other ethnic groups.

In Alliance with the Observatory of Democracy of the University of the Andes.

There are approximately 370 million indigenous people in the world, distributed in at least 90 countries, according to
data from the United Nations (UN). In the recent study conducted by the World Bank, indigenous Latin America in
the 21st century, several contrasting messages were exposed for the indigenous population of Latin America.

On the one hand, indigenous peoples improved access to many basic services and education and reduced their
levels of poverty. In addition, it improved its inclusion in decision making processes and approved legal frameworks
that protect its rights.

However, gaps and barriers persist that limit the condition of the equality of indigenous peoples with respect to the
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rest of the population.

For example, "while indigenous peoples represent 8% of the population in the region, they also
constitute approximately 14% of the poor and 17% of the extremely poor in Latin America," the report
states (See World Bank, 2017) .

Colombia, according to the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, has the lowest rates of indigenous population
with respect to its total population, in comparison with other Latin American countries, such as Peru or Guatemala.

According to the 2005 general census, 87 fully identified indigenous peoples reside in the country, representing
3.43% of the total population. However, the National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) reports the
existence of 102 indigenous peoples, which accounts for one of the cross-cutting problems of the situation of
indigenous people in the country, which is the weakness of information about the peoples and indigenous
communities of Colombia ( See Ministry of Health and Social Protection, 2016) .

Faced with this general panorama, the socio-economic profile of the indigenous population plays a definitive role in
understanding their situation, in comparison with other populations in the country. To do so, the survey of the
AmericasBarometer-LAPOP, conducted by the Observatory, is used. of the Democracy of the University of the
Andes.

You can read: Indigenous peoples and post-agreement: More defaults?
Education and employment

The Observatory of Democracy wanted to know the multiculturalism of the country according to how Colombians
surveyed are considered (Graph 1). 47.8% of Colombians are considered mestizos, followed by 32.9% of the
population considered white. The recognized ethnic groups of the country are Afro-Colombians and indigenous
people, who make up 14.1% and 5.2% of the surveyed population, respectively.

Graph 1. Percentage of Colombians according to their ethnic identification, 2016
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Mestiza 47.8%
Blanca 32.9%
Afrocolombiana 14.1%

Indigena 5.2%

In Colombia, 61.6% of the indigenous population lives in rural areas (Graph 2). This contrasts with data from Latin
America, where about 49% of indigenous people live in the urban sector (See Dinero, 2016) . Likewise, there is a
contrast in the indigenous demography of the country with respect to other Colombian populations: more than 80%
of mestizos, whites and Afro-Colombians live in urban areas of the national territory.

The distribution at the regional level of the Colombian population according to their self-identification is also striking.
According to Figure 3, the highest percentage of indigenous people is in the Pacific region (68.5%); it is followed by
the Caribbean region where only 17.8% live. In the Eastern region, Bogota and the Central region less than 5% of

the indigenous find their home.

Graphic 2. Ethnic identification according to urban / rural, 2016
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Graph 3. Ethnic identification by regions, 2016
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In what has to do with education, Figure 4 shows the situation of the indigenous population, in comparison with
mestizos, whites and even Afro-Colombians. Although the latter groups have more than 9 years of education on
average, the indigenous people have on average only 6.6 years of education.

As Figure 5 indicates, more than 50% of the indigenous population has completed only the primary level of
education, while only 38.4% and 5.5% of the indigenous have completed secondary school and university,
respectively. These last percentages are even significantly smaller than the percentages of the Afro-Colombian
population.

According to the 2005 Census conducted by DANE, the main reasons for the indigenous population not to attend
school in Colombia are the need to work (40%) and the cost (34%).

Graph 4 . Years of education according to their ethnic identification, 2016
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Graphic 5. Educational level of Colombians according to their ethnic identification, 2016
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The great differences in education led the Observatory of Democracy to be interested in other socio-economic
characteristics, such as the main occupation according to the ethnic consideration of the people surveyed.

For example, the research found that there were no large differences in the percentage of salaried employees of the
government and employer or partner of their company according to the ethnic identification of the respondent.
However, it should be noted that the vast majority of indigenous people are self-employed (77.4%) (Graph 5).

Esto puede indicar que los indigenas son la poblacion que mas sufre las consecuencias de la alta informalidad
laboral que existe en el pais. Ademas los indigenas son el menor porcentaje de asalariados en el sector privado.

Para profundizar en el analisis de la situacion laboral de los colombianos segun su identificacion étnica, se
identificd a qué se dedican principalmente los colombianos. Aunque no se observaron diferencias estadisticas
segun identificacién étnica en los porcentajes de trabajadores, desempleados y jubilados, el 32.9% de los indigenas
colombianos se dedican a quehaceres del hogar (Grafica 7), porcentaje mucho mayor al de afrocolombianos
(21.1%), blancos (20.7%) y mestizos (18.2%).

Grafica 6. Porcentaje de colombianos trabajadores por cuenta propia segun su identificacion étnica, 2016
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Grafica 7. Porcentaje de colombianos dedicados a labores domésticas seguin su identificacion étnica, 2016
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La Grafica 8 muestra ademas que el 78.8% de los trabajadores indigenas no reciben prestaciones sociales. Aunque
el Observatorio de la Democracia no encontré diferencias significativas cuando se compara con el resto de
identidades, llama la atencién el mayor porcentaje de indigenas que no reciben prestaciones sociales en
comparacion con blancos (47.7%), mestizos (54.6%) y afrocolombianos (54.1%).

Pero la informalidad no es una condicion Unica de los indigenas colombianos. La mayoria de comunidades
indigenas en Latinoamérica experimentan la misma situacion. Esto podria explicarse porque, si bien no existen
grandes diferencias en términos de desempleo entre la poblacion indigena y no indigena, la primera accede
principalmente a puestos de trabajo de menor calificacion y mal remunerados en los diferentes paises de la region,
de acuerdo con el Banco Mundial. En paises como Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, México,
Nicaragua, Venezuela y Peru mas del 70% de los indigenas tiene empleo poco calificado. (Ver Banco Mundial,
2015).

Grafica 8. Porcentaje de colombianos que reciben prestaciones sociales segun su identificacion étnica,
2016
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Capacidad econémica

Con el objetivo de describir la situacion de los indigenas en el pais, el Observatorio de la Democracia también
indago sobre la capacidad econdmica de los hogares segun la identificacion étnica del encuestado. Como indica la
Grafica 9, mas del 50% de la poblacion indigena habita en hogares donde el salario no alcanza y tienen
dificultades. Nuevamente es posible observar la dificil situacion por la que pasan los pueblos indigenas.

Esta situacion se replica también en otros paises de la region. Por ejemplo, segun datos del Banco Mundial, si se
comparan dos hogares en Ecuador con condiciones similares la probabilidad de vivir en condiciones de pobreza
aumenta el 15% si el jefe del hogar es indigena, 6% si se es mujer indigena y 26% mas si la familia habita en
zonas rurales.

Grafica 9. Capacidad econémica del hogar de los colombianos segun su identificacion étnica, 2016

10/13



. Salario alcanza bien y pueden ahorrar
Salario es justo sin tener grandes dificultades;

. Salario no alcanzay tienen dificultades;
Salario no alcanza y tienen grandes dificultades

. Salario alcanza bien y pueden ahorrar
Salario es justo sin tener grandes dificultades;
~Salario no alcanza 'y tienen dificultades|
Salario no alcanza y tienen grandes dificultades

. Salario alcanza bien y pueden ahorrar
Salario es justo sin tener grandes dificultades

. Salario no alcanzay tienen dificultades
Salario no alcanza y tienen grandes dificultades

_ Salario alcanza bien y pueden ahorrar
Salario_es justo sin tener grandes dificultadesi

. Salario no alcanzay tienen dificultade
Salario no alcanza y tienen grandes dificultades

Blanca

°* 10.9% o 421%
e 313% 7
® 157%
Mestiza
A . 3°3 50;11.9%
° 17.2% o
Afrocolombiana
— : 26‘2% 39.5%
o 1272% U7
Indigena
° 4.1%. o
52.1%
U 24.7%
I I I I
0 20 40 60 80

95% Intervalo de confianza (Efecto de disefo incorporado)

Fuente: © Barometro de las Américas por LAPOP

En este sentido se hizo pertinente también analizar la distribucién de los beneficiarios de las ayudas del gobierno
segun la identificacion étnica del encuestado. Por un lado, la Grafica 10 muestra que los indigenas son el grupo
étnico que mas recibe ayudas del gobierno (31.9%). Le siguen los afrocolombianos (21.2%), pero sin diferencias

estadisticas importantes entre los porcentajes.

Asimismo, como indica la Grafica 11, los indigenas son los mas favorecidos por el Programa Familias en Accion: el
64.4% de los indigenas es beneficiario. Este porcentaje es significativamente mayor al de afrocolombianos

(31.8%), mestizos (23.2%) y blancos (22.1%).

Que los indigenas sean el grupo mas favorecido por las asistencias del gobierno puede deberse a la vulnerabilidad

y marginalidad de este grupo minoritario.

Grafica 10. Porcentaje de colombianos que reciben ayuda del gobierno segun su identificacion étnica, 2016
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Grafica 11. Porcentaje de colombianos que son beneficiarios del Programa Familias en Acciéon segun su

identificacion étnica, 2016
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caracteristicas socio econémicas muy diferentes a la demas poblaciones (blancos, mestizos y afrocolombianos).
Presentan una grave situacion en educacion, en su situacién laboral y la capacidad econdmica de sus hogares. A
esto se le puede atribuir las grandes asistencias del Estado hacia la poblacién indigena.
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